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Honorable Peon Puck 
Secretary of State 
Washington, D.C. 20520 

Deer fr*. Secretary: 

In a letter of February 8, 1955 , I requested an 
e:q>reor;J.on of the vi ews of your P -.spar trronfc with record 
to public di.Gclceu.re of un; ublich 2d do cur ante that tore 
furnished to the i rcoid ant's Goranrlssioa on the Assessi- 
nation of President Kennedy by your Department. 

foilotjin^ a review of the r aeor,iecnde t ions of your 
i/epar t nerd: rad of officials of otter interested d: ee'.- 
tnents end .agencies-, I cubxitfecd e ticvoren< : Uin to M* ‘•arve.e 
Bundy, Special Assistant to the I resident, proposing 
certain guidelines for determinin' which of those docu- 
ments choc id be made available to the public, by a 
memorandum of April 19, 19C5, Mr. Dundy approved there* 
guidelines .and ackod me, in coordination with the national 
Archives, to instruct the appropriate ng'-ncics to conduct 
a review of pertinent documents in accordance with those 
guidelines and to complete that review by September 1, 
1965. 

In order to facilitate this review, the National 
Archives has prepared o list of the documents which nra 
in the files of the President’s Conoiission and which 
were submitted by, or originated in, your Depart. a tit. 

This list Includes only the documents that ware not 
published by the Cotsaission end those that could read- 
ily bo ceterciined to have boon published only in part. 

It is requested that you arrange for the rror.pt 
exc-ainr felon of the listed Foot -riant 3 with a view to au- 
thorising the removal of existing res trie tiers on public 
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availability of as many of those do cure on ts as possible. 
The guidelines approved by Hr. Bundy , which are set 
forth in the attachment to this letter, should be ap- 
plied in tasking the required detormina t icno • 

The document -by- document review that: this proce- 
dure requires rrcy bo undertaken on the basic of file 
copies of documents which were retained in the files 
of your- Deportment, or, since all records of the Presi- 
dent f s Con Tiles ice. have been transferred to the national 
Archives, the Archivist will arrange to give your repre- 
sentative access to the listed do cuocr.ts if that proce- 
dure would be novo convenient. At the conclusion of 
your review, r copy of the enclosed list, rr.rbcd so as 
to chow which' documents may fco made public, and which 
must rviain closed 'for the ti:ac being, should be rent 
to Dr. Wayne C. Grover, Archivist of the United States. 
With respect to items that must be withheld from the 
public, p] coco indicate the letter or number of the 
item let the 'attached guidelines that best describes 
your Department’s reason for such withholding. 

In addition, I am attaching lists, prepared by 
the National / r chives , of documents which wore acquired 
from the Governments of vlcr.ico and West Germany, re- 
spectively. Would you arrange to have the Archivist 
advised an to whether those documents can bo made avail- 
able to the public. 

It is essential that the Archivist of the United 
States receive your reply by August It, 1965, since a 
report to the White House must bo prepared and submitted 
by September 1 cn fie overall status of accessibility 
to the records of the C'cnmisc ior.. If any questions or 
problems arise in the course of the review, ypur repre- 
sentative should contact Dr. James B. Hhocds, Assistant 
Archivist for Civil Archives, whose telephone number is 
code 13, extension 22442. 
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MrwWf- T I » SCa a f r ' re the difficulties inherent in this 
vndert«»<.inc, but tne public interest in these documents 
end uac^ determination of the Uhite IIouco Office that thiy 
b“ tliscio.>ed uo tno fullest extent consistent with the 

? ound public ac!t;in is trn t ion , end the 

,rint L xndx T: c ? a] : privacy, require that this assi£n- 
ffi^nt bw ecco.nplrsncd with care end dispatch. 


Sincerely, 


Attorney General 


